
TAX TIME. The good news is
that changes to the 2008
tax code may save you
money. The better news is
that personal tax-prepara-
tion software can do the
figuring for you — and it
may not cost a dime. A
partnership between the
IRS and the Free File Al-
liance provides free access
to online versions of lead-
ing companies' tax soft-
ware. If you meet the crite-
ria listed at www.irs.gov,
you’ll be able to prepare
and file your taxes online
at no charge through the
IRS Free File program. If
you don't qualify, or if you
want to the more complete
versions, you have a lot of
options.

H&R Block
TaxCut Premium
Grade:83888
$49.95
H&R Block continues to publish
an exceptional tax prep
programwith excellent help
tools and audit support, includ-
ing federal and state prep pro-
grams, the ability to print and
e-file additional returns and
one help session with an H&R
Block pro.

TaxACT 2008
Deluxe Edition
Grade:83888
$26.90
While it may lack bells and
whistles, at $12.95 (including a
free federal e-file; state is
$13.95) TaxACT is significantly
cheaper and a strong competi-
tor.

TurboTax Premier 2008
Grade:83888
$89.95
Editors’ choice
TurboTax— especially the Pre-
mier version— takes apart
complex topics and eases you
through themwith a great va-
riety of at-the-ready guidance
and versatility.

—PCMagazine’s Kathy Yakal
authored this report.

No special prices
are as tempting as ours!

Save up to $219 on your next ticket purchase!
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lifestyle09Nobody ditches Phelps
NEWS. Company reputation index Vanno reports that Kelloggs
has fallen from ninth in positive company reputation to 83rd
after dumpingMichael Phelps as a spokesperson in February
over pictures of the swimmer smoking pot.METRO/HP

Memorable padlock
INVENTION. Apadlock combination is the last thing
most of us can be bothered to remember, so the peo-
ple atWordlock developed themorememorable let-
ter combination instead. Available for $9.99.METRO/HP
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Cash4Goldrumorsconfronted
You’d have to be living in
an alternate universe to
miss the Cash4Gold.com’s
ubiquitous commercials,
in which supposed clients
claim to have received
large checks after mailing
in their scrap gold for cash.

With the economy as it is, it
seems like the company’s
moment has come, but
rumblings over the Internet
indicate that this system
may be too good to be true.
We confronted

Cash4Gold.com’s CEO, Jeff
Aronsonwith rumors of the
company’s allegedly shady

practices, such as incompe-
tent appraisal techniques.
Aronson says their com-

plaint rating is less than one
tenth of one percent. The
Better Business Bureau gives

the company a reliability
rating of C-. A complaint
about the company was
posted online by someone
who claimed to be an ex-em-
ployee. The writer states

that the appraisers had in-
sufficient tools for testing
the jewelry andwould pock-
et the jewelry they liked. “It
was a young lady that was
fired who wrote that article.
She worked here for a cou-
pleweeks,” Aronson says. “It
would be almost impossible,
especially for someone that
was in customer service
to have anything to do
with any other part of
the facility.”

HEIDI PATALANO
heidi.patalano@metro.us

You knowwhat they say, if MC Hammer trades his gold for cash ...

tips tosafetrading
Go local. Get recommen-
dations for a trusted jew-

eler you can speak to in person.

AVisible Scale.Make sure
that the scale forweighing

the jewelry is out in
theopen, says Jim
Materoof Jaymark
Jewelers in Cold
Spring,N.Y.

Posted Pricing.
The jeweler

should have the buy-
ing price for gold post-
ed, so you knowyou’re
not being stiffed.

Official Documentation.
Each country has its own

set of rules. Government certi-
fications should be posted.
Check with your local depart-
ment of Consumer Affairs or
the Sheriff’s office to find out
what you should look for.

I.D. Me. Your personal de-
tails, like height, weight

and driver’s license number,
should be taken to prevent the
pawning of stolen jewelry.

Consider consignment.
Youmight fare better on

eBay or in an antique shop.
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Pick
of the
week

Don’t break the bank
on your tax software

CONTRIBUTED BY

For more
information, go to
www.pcmag.com


